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Foreword

I've been involved in worship planning for 25 years. My first ministry opportunity came during
my junior year of college when | got a call from a local church planter who was looking

for a worship leader. We met each Sunday in an elementary school cafeteria. Fortunately,
my pastor had a very musical family. He played acoustic, his oldest son played drums, his
daughter played bass, and | led from keys. | also recruited a friend of mine from school

to come and sing with me one Sunday. She kept coming back and | was so glad. She's
actually been singing with me ever since because | married her! A few years later, that
same church planter performed mine and April’'s wedding ceremony.

I can still remember my first advent season as a worship leader. At that point in my life, |
had only sung Christmas carols in a somewhat traditional setting with piano and organ,
but | knew that | wanted to include some of those familiar carols during our advent worship
services and that | wanted to include our worship band and worship team. (Thankfully a
few more singers had come along by that point.) | remember sitting in my dorm room with
a hymnal, playing through some of my favorite carols and figuring out ways to make them
work with a band and worship feam.

That's a really long way of saying that I've basically been working on this project for 25 years!
I've taken a few orchestration classes since | sat in that dorm room, so I'm pleased to share
that these arrangements will work in a worship band setting and with an orchestra as well.

| was recording The Hymns Project, Vol. 2 several months ago when a worship pastor and
friend of mine said that Volume 3 should be a Christmas project. | ran the idea by Daniel
Semsen and he said, “Go!”

I said, "Go where?g”
And he said, “Go home and get started right now so we can release it this year!”
And | said, "Yes sir, Daniel, sirl”

Ok... it may not have gone down exactly like that, but some of that story is true. It didn’t
take long to find a few fellow worship pastors who were willing to help me think through the
best carol options for this project. I'm grateful to all seven of them and love the final song
list.

As it was with the first two volumes of this series, all of these songs are set in stand-alone
arrangements. Medleys are great, but | love getting to sing more verses of these wonderful
hymns than a medley can offer. Another consistent feature in this series is the scripture
resource. Obviously, there are many scripture options that support these songs. | just
wanted fo give you some ideas to get you started. Sometimes | read these scriptures aloud,
sometimes | ask the congregation to read with me, and sometimes they're just projected on
the screen so that the congregation can read and reflect on them during an instrumental
section of the song.

| can hardly wait for the advent season to get here so | can use this project! | hope you feel
the same way as you listen and read through The Hymns Project, Vol. 3 (Christmas).

Grateful for you all,
—Cliff Duren
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Joy to the World!

Words by Music by
ISAAC WATTS GEORGE FREDERICK HANDEL
Arranged by Cliff Duren

Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous
song and sing praises! Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it! Let the
rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together. (Psalm 98:4, 7-8 ESV)
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Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

Words by Music by
CHARLES WESLEY FELIX MENDELSSOHN
Arranged by Cliff Duren

Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
(Luke 2:14 KJV)
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Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as

sons. (Galatians 4:4-5 ESV)
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Words:

Traditional English carol
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The First Noel

Music:
W. Sandys’ Christmas Carols
Arranged by Cliff Duren

Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ

the Lord. (Luke 2:

11 ESV)

| Modern Hymn approach (J = 80)
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Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. So I
will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my hands. (Psalm 63:3-4 ESV)
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Words: Latin Hymn translated by Music: Adapted from plainsong by
JOHN M. NEALE THOMAS HELMORE
Arranged by Cliff Duren

Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14 ESV)

| With an epic approach (J =114)
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It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

Words by Music by
EDMUND H. SEARS RICHARD S. WILLIS
Arranged by Cliff Duren

Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6 KJV)
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Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. (Isaiah 9:7 KJV)
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Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (John 14:27 ESV)
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O Come, All Ye Faithful

Words: Music by
Latin Hymn JOHN FRANCIS WADE
New Words and Music by JOTH HUNT
Arranged by Cliff Duren
Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
(John 1:14 ESV)
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Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy
name. (Psalm 30:4 ESV)
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PHILLIPS BROOKS

O Little Town of Bethilehem

| Reverently (J =84)
Db

63

Music by

LEWIS H. REDNER

Arranged by Cliff Duren

Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of
old, from ancient days. (Micah 5:2 ESV)
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Good Christian Men, Rejoice

Words: Latin carol translated by Music:
JOHN M. NEALE German melody
Arranged by Cliff Duren

Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see
him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory. (1 Peter 1:8 ESV)
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Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. (Philippians 4:4 ESV)
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What Child Is This?

Words by Music:
WILLIAM C. DIX Traditional English melody
Arranged by Cliff Duren

Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins. (Matthew 1:21 ESV)
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Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: The kingdom is the LORD’S and He rules over the nations.
(Psalm 22:28 NASB)
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Words by

JOHN S. DWIGHT

- 91
O Holy Night!
Music by
ADOLPHE ADAM
Arranged by Cliff Duren

Opt. SCRIPTURE READING: The holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. (Luke 1:35b NIV)
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SUGGESTED SCRIPTURES

Note from the arranger to the worship leader: The scriptures throughout this project are listed

as a potential resource. These passages could be read or spoken from memory during intros and
instrumental sections. They could also simply be placed on the screen (or in the bulletin) for reflection
during these sections. In my role as worship pastor, | use scripture in this way every Sunday and have
found that it impacts the congregation on such a deep level. Obviously, there are many other passages
that would work well with each of these songs. These selections are just a starting point for you as you
plan and lead worship.

JOY TO THE WORLD!

Meas. 1-8: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing
praises! Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it! Let the rivers
clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together. (Psalm 98:4, 7-8 ESV)

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

Meas. 1-8: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. (Luke 2:14
KJV)

Meas. 53-60: But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman,
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. (Galatians 4:4-5 ESV)

THE FIRST NOEL

Meas. 1-8: For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
(Luke 2:11 ESV)

Meas. 66-73: Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. So | will
bless you as long as | live; in your name | will lift up my hands. (Psalm 63:3-4 ESV)

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

Meas. 1-12: Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14 ESV)

IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR

Meas. 1-10: For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6 KJV)

Meas. 45-53: Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. (Isaiah 9:7
KJV)

Meas. 69-73: Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. Not as the world gives do | give to
you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (John 14:27 ESV)
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O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

Meas. 1-8: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14 ESV)

Meas. 51-58: Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy name.
(Psalm 30:4 ESV)

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

Meas. 1-4: But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of
old, from ancient days. (Micah 5:2 ESV)

GOOD CHRISTIAN MEN, REJOICE

Meas. 1-10: Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory. (1 Peter 1:8 ESV)

Meas. 45-52: Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, rejoice. (Philippians 4:4 ESV)

WHAT CHILD IS THIS?

Meas. 1-8: She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins. (Matthew 1:21 ESV)

Meas. 42-49: The kingdom is the LORD’S and He rules over the nations. (Psalm 22:28 NASB)

O HOLY NIGHT!
Meas. 1-8: The holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. (Luke 1:35b NIV)
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